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THE BOUTON BUGLE 
          SEPTEMBER        2009 
 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 
 

Circulation: 552          ARTHUR E. BOUTON POST 770  Telephone 387-4212 

CMMDR:   Jim Dew            387-9217      Newsletter Deadline     ADJUTANT:      Phil Colvin      387-6550 
AUX. PRES: Anne Stiles Hunt          273-3452       15th of the Month     SAL CMDR:     Jamie Richar     280-7747 
EDITOR: GeorgeVan Valen         387-9858        TYPIST:     Kathi Roach     387-6636 

  

CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 

 
Tues  Sept 1  7:00 PM  Unit 770 American Legion Auxiliary Meeting 
Thurs  Sept 3  TBA   Training Graduation Celebration 
Sat  Sept 5  1:00 – 5:00Pm  Anniversary Dinner 
Mon Sept 7   FLAG   Labor Day 
Weds  Sept 9  Noon    Senior Citizen’s Luncheon Meeting 

7:00 PM  Board of Trustees Meeting  
Fri Sept 11  Flag   Patriots Day – Flag at Half Mast until Sunset 
   5:30 –8:00 PM  Steak & Fish Fry Dinner – Public Invited – Don Smith’s Crew 
Sat  Sept 12  12:45 PM  Post 442 Horseheads Poker Run – Lounge 
   4:00 PM  Wedding Reception 
Sun Sept 13     Grandparents Day 
   Noon – 4:00 PM Family Picnic at Raymond’s Pond – Post Closed  
Mon Sept 14  7:30 PM  Post 770 American Legion Meeting 
Thurs  Sept 17  Flag   Citizen’s Constitution Day 

5:30 – 8:00 PM  American Legion Auxiliary Dinner – Public Invited 
Sat  Sept 19     Rosh Hashanah 

Noon – 6:00 PM Wedding Reception 
Mon Sept 21  Flag   POW/MIA Recognition Day 
Tues  Sept 22     Autumn Begins 
Weds  Sept 23  Noon   Senior Citizens Meeting 
   7:00 PM  Board of Trustees Meeting  
Sun  Sept 27  7:30 – 11:00 AM Breakfast – Public Invited 
Mon Sept 28     Yom Kippur 
   7:30 PM  Post 770 American Legion Meeting 
Weds Sept 30     Last Day to Pay Dues and Receive a “Free” Early Bird Dinner 
    

SPECIAL EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Post 770 By-Laws Amendment:  After much disccussion, the 16 members in attendance at the August 10th membership 
meeting, defeated the proposed By-Law amendment regarding Trustees, by a majority vote.  Therefore Article XIV – 
Trustees shall continue to read as it did when last updated in 2006.  It reads as follows: The Post may elect nine trustees, 
seven of which are American Legion members, and one Auxiliary and one Sons of the American Legion member to serve 
in accordance with the provision of the Benevolent Orders Law and who shall have the care, management and control of 
all the temporalities and property of the Post.  Pursuant to Section Five of the Benevolent Orders Law, after the Trustees 
are first elected they shall, by lot, be assigned a term of one, two or three years and here after all the Trustees shall be 
elected for terms of three years.   
Family Picnic at Raymond’s Pond: This is a great opportunity to visit with friends and fill up with beer and goodies.  
We may just be surprised what foods our chefs come up with.  Bring the family and a huge appetite.  There will be fun for 
all as we celebrate this annual event. 
Patriots Day: September 11th – This will be the 8th anniversary of this fatefull day.  Be sure your flag at home is at half 
mast until sunset and do stop in at the Post.  I’m sure there will be some special observance held on this day. 
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Walk of Honor:    We continue to accept orders for bricks to be etched and installed among the many that are already part 
of our “Walk of Honor”. Order forms are available near the entryway in the lounge.  The purchase of a brick is a 
meaningful way to honor a veteran. 
Post 770 Website: www.Post770.com   Why not pull up our website and see what is new?  If you have any newsworthy 
items that would be of interest to our Legion family, please contact Patrick Richar, 111Third Street, Waterford, NY 
12188-2430 
The American Legion Online Update: Sign up for a weekly electronic newsletter published every Thursday and sent to 
your e-mail address.  It has great stories with links to slideshows, video clips, and related materials at their website.  Just 
go to www.org and click on Publications and submit your e-mail address.  It’s easy and it is free. 
 

CHAPLAINS CORNER 

  
Sick Call: Jack Ellsworth: Back Surgery – Now Home Dave Boyd: Surgery Upstate Medical Center 
  Ryan Bennett: Motorcycle accident, Albany Medical Center with broken legs – Now Home 
 
Taps: Roy C, Parker: Died July 16, 2009 with family at his side after a courageous battle with several illnesses.  He 
was a US Navy veteran serving in WWII with the Pacific Fleet.  He was a member of the Scheneves VFW and Worsester 
American Legion.  Roy was the brother of Auxiliary member Chloe VanValen and brother-in-law of Legion member 
George VanValen. 
Frank Phillips Peabody: Passed away at Cayuga Medical Center on July 19, 2009 following extended care at the 
Beechtree Nursing Facility.  Frank proudly served his country in the Army Air Corp specializing in Cryptology as a staff 
sergeant and was stationed in Anchorage, Alaska.  He had a lifelong passion for flying.  Frank is survived by 4 daughters: 
Patricia Keith, Post 770 member Pamela Peabody, Pandora Peabody, and Penelope McGill.  Post 770 and Air Force 
personnel rendered Military Honors at the internment at Grove Cemetery. 
Chad Andrew Baker: Died July 22, 2009.  Chad served with the US Army and was a member of the American Legion 
Post 770.  The family received friends at the American Legion home following memorial services at the Jacksonville 
Methodist Church.  Donations in Chad’s memory may be made to the American Legion Post 770. 
Lawrence H. Hull: Passed away on August 2, 2009 at the Cayuga Medical Center.  As a college student he was a 
member of the Air Force Reserves and served in France during the Berlin Air Lift.  Larry was a member of the Post 770 
American Legion. 
Helena M. Burlow: Passed away August 6, 2009 after a long fought battle with cancer.  She is survived by her daughters 
Judith Joiner and Sharon Walter, sisters Betty Havens and Joan Griswald, and step brother Post 770 Legion member Jack 
Swartz. 
Pearl Miller:  Passed away recently.  She was the mother of member James Miller. 
 

POST NEWS 

 
If you gave blood at the Red Cross Bloodmobile earlier in the day, you might not have survived the summer dance 
sponsored by the SAL and featuring the DJ, “Elephant Sound”, which took place in the evening.  We enjoyed the 
Karaoke, which seemed to be shared by two or three very talented singers. A lady in a black dress sang at least half dozen 
songs as did a guy who seemed to have the words and style of some well known songs well rehearsed.  They were fun to 
watch as were the others who did their “thing”, especially to some very jivey swingers.  We had a good time but were 
only able to carry on conversations between songs. We estimate there were about 70 in attendance.  The hor d’oeuvres 
and glowing necklaces added to the Polynesian theme.  Hope you are looking forward to the Autumn Harvest Dance in 
October as much as we are. 
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According to Harold Wright we had one heck of a Legion baseball team this year.  Harold attended a couple of their 
games in the southern tier and although our boys lost some tough ones down the stretch, the comments overheard about 
the sportsmanship of our guys and their followers was exemplary and something to be very proud of.  Although we didn’t 
take top honors it proved to be a very good season.  Congratulations, team. …As we write our Post news in the middle of 
August the temperature is in the mid eighties.  Why would anyone be thinking about New Years Eve at this time of year?  
It seems that this is one celebration that needs to be booked well in advance.  Last year we had what many of us thought 
was a great band, yet the attendance and response was down right discouraging.  We were embarrassed for the band!  
Perhaps less than 20 people were around for the finish which means “bringing the New Year in”.  So lets get some our 
your suggestions together and look forward to a great New Years Eve.  One thought suggested already is something we 
tried a few years back.  A fish & steak dinner followed by playing the jukebox in the lounge.  It worked before maybe it 
will work again.  Let’s hear from you with some ideas. …We can think of a few events which have not yet been scheduled 
but they will take place sooner or later.  Clean up work bee, Bath VA Hospital visitation, District Department and 
National Commanders visitation, Veterans Day, Winter Festival, etc., etc. …We understand our American Legion Food 
Tent at Grassroots was extremely successful this year.  A lot of this success rests on the shoulders of chairperson, Renee 
Heroux, the tent and food guys and gals and of course those of you in the trenches who served food three 6 hour shifts 
each day.  Thank you all.  It was truly a great success story.  Now, if only the Fair Food tent would be as successful we 
would surely be in the driver’s seat.  Time and weather will tell.  …Last Friday nights fish and steak dinner was quite 
successful.  My granddaughter Kara helped with the salad bar and clearing of the tables.  She enjoyed it so much she 
wants to help with all those we work in the future.  We had a few substitutes on our crew this time.  Ruth Doane as fish 
breader, Courtney as sever, Kara VanValen on salad bar, Jim Dew as go for (we need more lettuce, etc.) and some I 
missed.  We did 190 dinners including carryout. 
 

 MEMBERSHIP   

 
As we begin a new membership year, 2010, we have already climbed from 47 members a month ago to 189 as of August 
10th.  It seems like a great start, let’s see if we can keep it rolling and surpass our quota.  Let’s sign up some of our 
younger active duty veterans. They are out there.  All it takes is a little encouragement from you. 
 

AUXILIARY NEWS  

 
Memberships are starting to come in. Don’t forget if you pay your dues before September 30th you will have a chance to 

 win free dues for the year 2011 which will be drawn at our October 6th meeting.  Our best to Jackie Newhart who had 
surgery on July 20th and Dawn Reeves recovering at home.  Condolences to the Chloe VanValen family on the loss of her 
brother Roy Parker.  The next Auxiliary dinner is September 17th with lasagna and all the trimmings.  Don & Marge 
Bennett’s grandson Ryan is now home recovering from a motorcycle accident on August 7th.  The next meeting is 
September 1st at 7:00 PM.  The ladies horseshoe team ended up third out of five teams.   We would like to thank Dawn 
Reeves for taking care of the water fountain in the foyer for the last several years. 
Have a safe Labor Day!                             Submitted, Marge Bennett 

 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION NEWS  

 
The SAL would like to thank all those that attended our Summer Dance. A great time was had by all…So much… we’re 
going to do it again. The Fall “Harvest Dance” will be held October 10th from 7 to 11PM. So put it on you’re calendar 
now. We managed to just meet our membership quota for 2009. 2010 dues are now being accepted. Let’s try to show our 
support early for the upcoming year. The next SAL meeting will be held at the Roach residence on Monday, September 
7th (Labor Day) from 3 to 8 PM. No work will be done and no business will be discussed (it’s just a party). 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 
Army Plans to Use Seneca Depot Again: The on-again, off-again plans by industry, conservationists and hunters for the 
shuttered Seneca Army Depot have gone practically full circle.  The Seneca County Economic Development Corporation, 
which oversees the former federal property in Romulus, has approved a 2 year license for the US Army to conduct troop 
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training exercises at the site.  That training could start this month.  Under the agreement, soldiers from Fort Drum near 
Watertown would use the former facility for a variety of activities.  The agreement allows exercises like driver training, 
air operations, and combat operations.  Up to 1,500 soldiers may be involved in training sessions, lasting anywhere from 
two to 21 days.  Built in 1941 with the coming of WWII, the Seneca Depot closed in 1995 due to federal government 
order.  A military police company, an explosive disposal team, support personnel and hundreds of civilians once were 
assigned to the Depot. 
Proposition Will Help More Disabled NY Veterans: The sole statewide ballot proposition New Yorkers face would 
make sure disabled war veterans get an advantage in civil service job tests even if they aren’t collecting disability 
payments.  Proposal No 1 would amend the state constitution to make sure any veteran disabled in war time gets the 
additional points on civil service tests allowed by law when applying for state or local government jobs.  The amendment 
would allow for disabled veterans who aren’t collecting disability benefits to receive the automatic points on civil service 
tests as long as they are certified as being disabled.  That certificate would come from the Federal Department of Veteran 
Affairs.  The benefit would apply to all honorably discharged veterans, including legally documented immigrants, when 
seeking a promotion within the civil service system.  The Senate and Assembly have approved the measure twice, as 
required by the constitution.  Now it’s up to voters.  And They Passed It! 
Friends of Sampson Park Report Good Progress:  A new regional director, a new museum director, a new playground 
and a spurt in memberships made the past year one that the Friends of Sampson State Park consider a fruitful year.  As for 
the state park itself, October construction of a playground with personnel and volunteers from throughout the state park 
system took place.  There was a fire in a document room of the museum building.  Quick action on the part of firemen 
kept damage to a minimum.  In addition, professionals were summoned to deal with damaged documents.  Repairs to that 
building have since been completed.  The Sampson veterans will meet for this year’s reunion at the Holiday Inn in 
Waterloo on September 11th.  Events begin at 5:30.  Also planned is a work party at the Air Force Museum at Sampson 
and a Memorial Service on Saturday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


