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THE BOUTON BUGLE 
            MAY        2009 
 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 
 

Circulation: 552          ARTHUR E. BOUTON POST 770  Telephone 387-4212 

CMMDR:   Tom Stilwell            387-5361      Newsletter Deadline     ADJUTANT:      Phil Colvin      387-6550 
AUX. PRES: Anne Stiles Hunt          273-3452       15th Of The Month     SAL CMDR:     Brady Roach     387-6636 
EDITOR: GeorgeVan Valen         387-9858        TYPIST:     Kathi Roach     387-6636 

  

CALENDAR FOR MAY 

 
Mon May 4  7:00 PM  Squadron 770 Sons of the American Legion Meeting 
   7:00 PM  Snowmobile Club Meeting 
   7:00 PM  Tompkins County American Legion Meeting at Post 221, Ithaca 
Tues  May 5  7:00 PM  Unit 770 American Legion Auxiliary Meeting 
Weds  May 6  7:00 PM  Board of Trustees Meeting  
Fri  May 8  5:30 – 8:00 PM  Steak & Fish Fry Dinner– Public Invited– Phil Colvin’s Crew 
Sat May 9  2:00 –9:00 PM  Private Party 
Sun May 10     Mother’s Day 
   7:30 – 11:00 AM Mother’s Day Breakfast – Public Invited 
Mon May 11  7:30 PM  Post 770 American Legion Meeting – Only One This Month - 

Election of Officers (See Special Events) 
Weds May 13  Noon   Senior Citizen’s Luncheon Meeting 
Thurs  May 14  6:30 PM  Cub Scouts Meeting 
Sat  May 16     Armed Forces Day 
   6:00 – 10:00 PM Birthday Party 
Sun  May 17  Freedom Salute  Ceremony: Cornell, Reception: Dryden Post 1134 (See Special Events) 
Mon May 18     Victoria Day (Canada) 

 7:00 PM  Snowmobile Club Last Spring Meeting 
Tues  May 19  6:00 PM   Place Flags on Graves at Grove Cemetery (See Special Events) 
Weds  May 20  7:00 PM  Board of Trustees Meeting 
Thurs May 21  5:30 – 8:00 PM  American Legion Auxiliary Dinner – Public Invited 
Sat  May 23  6:30 PM  Installation of Officers and Awards – Public Invited – Prime Rib Dinner- 

                                                                 Reservations Required 387-4212 (See Special Events) 
Sun  May 24  7:30 – 11:00 AM Breakfast – Public Invited 
Mon May 25  FLAG   Memorial Day – Observed 

9:30 AM  Parade Detail Form-up at the Post (See Special Events) 
10:00 AM  Parade Begins at the High School 
10:30 AM  Ceremony at St. James Catholic Cemetery 
11:30 – 3:00 PM Open House at Post 770 

Weds  May 27  Noon   Senior Citizens Luncheon Meeting 
 6:00 PM  TCSD Grant Committee Meeting 

Sat  May 30  FLAG   Memorial Day – Traditional 
   5:30 PM  Wedding Reception    

SPECIAL EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
American Legion Election of Officers: The proposed slate of officers submitted by the nominating committee, by rule, 
contains one person for each office.  The slate of officers is as follows: Commander: Jim Dew, 1st Vice – Scott 
Hulslander, 2nd Vice – Jim Heroux, 3rd Vice – Tom Bennett, Adjutant – Phil Colvin, Treasurer – Lee Weaver, Chaplain - 
Bill Parker, Judge Advocate - Don Smith, Historian – George VanValen, Sgt-at-Arms – Calvin Bailey, Service Officer - 
Don Bennett.  Others interested in running for an office may be nominated from the floor at the meeting on Monday, May 
11th at 7:30 PM. 
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Department of the Army: Subject: Freedom Salute:  As you may know, members of D Co 2/108th Infantry, were 
deployed last January to Afghanistan and have returned this last December.  To celeb rate this, the soldiers of D Co., their 
families and friends, and local supporters are gatherin on May 17th for Freedom Salute.  We would like to start by 
thanking you and all your members for your efforts and support of the soldiers and veterans throughout the years.  We 
think it is important for not just the soldiers to be recognized, but the families and other members of the community.  We 
would like to invite you to attend our ceremony at Cornell University, and reception at the Dryden Legion/VFW.  We are 
also asking for your help to make this event everything it should be.  Any financial assistance that you can offer would be 
greatly appreciated.  Bailey Hall at Cornell is being sponsored by the Cornell ROTC, as well as the Color Guard.  The 
Dryden Leigon is donating its facility for an informal dinner.  You can reach us at 607-257-1824 ext 13.  Thank you again 
for your support and we hope to hear from you soon.  Joseph A. Merrill, CPT, IN,NYARNG,  
Flags on Graves for Memorial Day:  Anyone wishing to help put flags on veterans graves please be at Grove Cemetery 
at 6:00 PM on Tuesday, May 19th, at which time we will break into several groups and put flags on graves.  There are 
several cemeteries which we have assigned other members to honor.  If you know of any veteran who does not receive a 
flag before Memorial Day, please let us know so that we may honor all of our veterans. 
Installation of Officers and Awards Dinner: Awards will be presented to those members celebrating 5 year anniversary 
multiples of continuous membership.  Those with 35 years or more continuous membership are guests of the Post.  Please 
show your support of our officers by attending. 
Memorial Day Parade and Observances: This is perhaps the largest annual observance taking place on our Post 
calendar.  Uniform will be navy or black pants, and shoes, Post logo or white shirt (tie is optional) and Legion hat.  In cold 
weather we will wear Legion jackets or wear your own blue jacket. 
Walk of Honor:   As we endeaver to inhance the cannon atop our Memorial, we continue to accept orders for bricks to be 
etched and installed among the many that are already part of our “Walk of Honor”. Order forms are available near the 
entryway in the lounge.  The purchase of a brick is a meaningful way to honor a veteran. 
Post 770 Website: www.Post770.com   Why not pull up our website and see what is new?  If you have any newsworthy 
items that would be of interest to our Legion family, please contact Patrick Richar, 111Third Street, Waterford, NY 
12188-2430 
 

CHAPLAINS CORNER 

Sick Call:  Keith McMillen:     Andrew Nunn: 
Taps: Malcolm W. Westcott: went peacefully on March 12, 2009.  His wife, Teresa, and their eight children and  
families survived Mal.  He joined the US Navy in February 1944 and trained at Sampson Naval Base.  Mal served aboard 
the USS Hawkins DD 873 in the Pacific Theatre for 16 months.  Many knew him as a rural mail carrier and school bus  
operator.  He was a member of Post 770 for many years. 
 Dr. Russell Harry Bradley: passed away on December 28, 2008.  Upon graduation from Cornell he enlisted in  
the US Navy.  He achieved the rank of Captain and trained fighter pilots for WWII in Corpus Christi, Texas.  He was very  
active in the Interlaken – Trumansburg community for many years and a member of Post 770. 
 Robert Lodder: Passed away on March 11, 2009.  He was well known in Trumansburg and the founder and  
proprietor of T-Burg Toys.  He was a member of Post 770. 
 Gerald Porter: died April 1, 2009.  He was the husband of Sue Updike and brother-in-law of David Updike.   
Gerald proudly served in the US Army in Europe during WWII.  He was proud of his affiliation with Post 770 and often  
would be seen wearing his Legion cap. 
 Allen James (AJ) Hover: died April 11th, 2009 at Cayuga Medical Center.  Allen served in the US Army during  
WWII in the 624th Quartermaster Company as a truck driver hauling troops and supplies in Europe.  He was a life member  
of the VFW Post 961 in Ithaca and the American Legion Post 770.  AJ was a jolly man who loved to tell jokes. 
 George W. Boyer: passed away April 12, 2009 at the Olean General Hospital.  A veteran of WWII he served  
with the US Army’s 76th infantry in the Battle of the Bulge, Ardennes, and Germany.  George was a life member of the  
VFW in Ithaca and the American Legion Post 770.  He was also a Past Scout Master in Trumansburg for Troops 3 and 13.   
A military internment was conducted by the Post 770 funeral detail at Grove Cemetery. 
 Mrs. Ferner: The wife of member James Ferner, died in early April, 2009. 
 

POST NEWS 

Somewhere between our journey south and our return we forgot to say that we attended the wonderful, tasty corned beef 
and cabbage dinner put on for seniors by the Lions and Snowmobile Club.  I mention this as old news because I 
apparently gave credit to another sponsor who was not involved.  It was a great meal and a wonderful turnout. …We 
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regrettably succumbed to the “bug”, be it flu or otherwise, and were not able to work our crew’s last Lenten fish and steak 
fry in March.  I’m told they served 150 dinners.  What turned out to be even worse was our having to cancel our planned 
attendance to the Military Internment at Arlington Cemetery of our very good friend, John Grove.  We apologize to the 
Grove family for our absence even though our thoughts were with them. …We are sorry to learn that our Head Bartender 
for sometime, Brady Roach has resigned.  His job was very demanding and he will be difficult to replace.  A new 
applicant, one you already know, Stacie Yaw-Bieber, has applied for the position of Bar Coordinator and is undergoing a 
trial period.  We are still utilizing paid and volunteer bartenders.  All paid bartenders are using time cards in adherence to 
NYS laws. …At our April 13th American Legion meeting a nominating committee, as noted in special events and 
announcements proposed a slate of officers.  The election of these candidates will take place on Monday May 11, 2009. 
…”A picture is worth a thousand words” Witness the transformation of our Cannon.  A sight to behold. 

             
The Easter Bunny hopped into Post 770 on Palm Sunday.  TV cartoons, games, picture coloring, Easter baskets of 
goodies, food, and an Easter Egg Hunt were the entertainment of the day at our Post.  Under the guidance of Auxiliary and 
Legion members Nan Colvin, Dawn Smith, Marti Smith, Christina Hulslander, Caroline Bennett, Jackie Ward, Susie 
Smith, Don Smith, and our costumed bunny, Brittany Weeks and her Mad Hatter bunnies Ally, Taryn, and Ian VanValen, 
the festivities accompanied by a wonderful sunny day, were absolutely fantastic.  Our hats are off to all the organizers, 
participants, helpers, and everyone involved.  It was a great afternoon.  
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Among the key new items is the demise of Bingo.  We have been without the event for a brief time, however it was 
brought to our attention by Gary & Cindy Reckdenwald at our last membership meeting that Post 770 is relinquishing its 
contract with the State of New York and will no longer be licensed to conduct the game.  This was a decision that was not 
made without a lot of thought and discussion.  We are contemplating what to do with the few hundred dollars left in the 
account.  The State of New York is very strict as to just where and how any money derived from Bingo ends up.  During 
the many months that Bingo brought forth players from far and wide we want to render a huge thank you to those people 
who kept the game going.  Gary and Cindy were the backbone, keeping up with the correspondence and records with the 
State.  They were very ably assisted week after week by Sue McConnell, Al Richar, Jim Dew, Marge Bennett, Elaine 
Joseph, Nan Colvin, John Daube and I’m sure a host of others whose names were missed. We thank all who had anything 
to do with Bingo during its time at our Post.  Many had a lot of enjoyment, but in the end it was just too much work for so 
few over an extended period of time. …Our new lighted Post 770 roadside sign has arrived.  You should be seeing it soon 
once we have completed a foundation for it and hooked up a timer. …The membership is pleased to have made monetary 
contributions to the Russell Bradley Memorial, The John Grove Memorial (See next page), to the Freedom Salute, and to 
the After Prom Party of the Class of 2010. 
 

 MEMBERSHIP   

 
At this time we have 353 members on our rolls including two who were recently accepted as new members in Post 770.  
They are George Overbaugh II and Christopher Branhain.  We believe all members who have not renewed have been 
contacted.  If you plan to join for the 2009 –2010 year please do it now.  We are still 27 short of our assigned quota.  We 
do believe our Post is a leader in community related activities and a great place for veterans to get together. 
 

AUXILIARY NEWS 

 
Our membership is now at 141 seniors and 8 juniors for a total of 149, while our quota is set for 154.  Almost there!  The 
nominating committee presented the following slate for officers: President: Ann Stiles Hunt, 1st Vice: Marti Smith 2nd 
Vice: Sue McConnell, Secretary: Mary Milks, Treasurer: Cindy Reckdenwald, Asst: Jane Gallager, Chaplain: Roberta 
Stilwell, Historian: Marge Bennett, Sgt-at-Arms: Sue Weaver.  The next meeting is May 5th at 7:00 PM.  Come out and 
support your officers.  The Auxiliary dinner will be on May 21st, serving a smorgasbord dinner.  We made donations to 
the Junior High School Prom and Veterans Walk-a-Thon & Motorcycle Ride sponsored by the Department Sons of the 
American Legion at Candor, NY.  The Girl Stater’s are Heather Mount and Hilary Swartwood.  Our condolences to Annie 
Hover on the loss of her husband “AJ” Allen on April 11th.  Thanks to all who helped with the kids Easter Party and to the 
Easter Bunny.  We also would like to thank the following businesses for donating pizzas for the kids Easter Party: Little 
Venice, Ron Don’s, and Shur-save.   Thank you to the Post for the Prime Rib Dinner for the Auxiliary’s 75th birthday and 
to all who took pictures of the event.  Wear your poppy proudly on Memorial Day!           Submitted, Marge Bennett 
 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION NEWS 

 
Our membership quota has not been met for2009, with several of you not renewed. You all still have another month or so, 
so come on out and show your support. Election of officers will take place this month. At our next regular meeting on 
May 4th, the floor will be open for nominations. On May 18th at 7 PM, there will be a special meeting for the election of 
officers. Please come out and make your presence known this month. 
 

MEMORIAL DAY (LAST MONDAY IN MAY)  

 
It was 1866 and the United States was recovering from the long and bloody Civil War between the North and the South.  
Surviving soldiers came home, some with missing limbs, and all with stories to tell.  Henry Welles, a drugstore owner in 
Waterloo, NY heard the stories and had an idea.  He suggested that all the shops in town close for one day to honor the 
soldiers who were killed in the Civil War and were buried in the Waterloo cemetery.  On the morning of May 5th, the 
townspeople placed flowers, wreaths, and crosses on the grave of the Northern soldiers in the cemetery.  At about the 
same time, Retired Major General Jonathan A Logan planned another ceremony, this time for the soldiers who survived 
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the war.  He led the veterans through town to the cemetery to decorate their comrades’ graves with flags.  It was not a 
happy celebration, but a memorial.  The townspeople called it Decoration Day.  In 1882, the name was changed to 
Memorial Day and soldiers who had died in previous wars were honored as well.  In the northern United States, it was 
designated a public holiday.  In 1971, along with other holidays, President Richard Nixon declared Memorial Day a 
federal holiday on the last Monday in May.  Cities all around the United States hold their own ceremonies on the last 
Monday in May to pay respect to the men and women who have died in wars or in the service of their country.  In 
Waterloo, the origin has not been lost and in fact the meaning has become even more special.  President Johnson 
proclaimed Waterloo the birthplace of Memorial Day in 1966, 100 years after the first commemoration.  Every May 30, 
townspeople still walk to the cemeteries and hold memorial services.  Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia is the 
nation’s largest national cemetery.  Not only are members of the armed forces buried here; astronauts, explorers and other 
distinguished Americans have all been honored with a special place here.  President John F Kennedy is buried in a spot 
overlooking Washington, DC.  Here in the early hours of the Friday morning before Memorial Day, soldiers of the Third 
US infantry walk along the rows of headstones.  Each soldier stops at a headstone, reaches to a bundle of flags he is 
carrying, pulls one out and pushes it into the ground.  These soldiers are part of a special regiment, the Old Guard.  Most 
consider it a privilege to place flags on the more than two hundred thousand graves of soldiers who served in the wars or 
who died in them.  “They have done their job,” said one soldier, “and now it’s my turn to do mine.”  On Memorial Day, 
the President or Vice President of the United States gives a speech and lays a wreath on the tombs.  Members of the armed 
forces shoot a rifle salute in the air.  Veterans and families come to lay their own wreaths and say prayers.  There is a 
chance that one of the soldiers buried here is a father, son, brother or friend.  
 

MEMORIAL DAY – BY CWJ (CW JOHNSON)  

We walked among the crosses where our fallen soldiers lay, and listened to the bugle as TAPS began to play.   
The Chaplin led a prayer, we stood with heads bowed low, and I thought of fallen comrades I had known so long ago.  
They came from every city across this fertile land, that we might live in freedom.  They lie here ‘neath the sand.   
I felt a little guilty, my sacrifice was small.  I only lost a little time but these men lost their all.   
Now the services are over for this Memorial Day, to the names upon these crosses I just want to say,  
Thanks for what you’ve given; no one could ask for more.  May you rest with God in heaven from now through evermore. 
 


