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THE BOUTON BUGLE 
           AUGUST        2010 
 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 
 

Circulation: 488          ARTHUR E. BOUTON POST 770  Telephone 387-4212 
 

CMMDR:   Jim Dew          387-9217      Newsletter Deadline     ADJUTANT:      Phil Colvin      387-6550 
AUX. PRES: Marti Smith                  387-8803       15th of the Month     SAL CMDR:     Pete Mahoney     387-6943  
EDITOR: GeorgeVan Valen         387-9858        TYPIST:     Kathi Roach     387-6636 

  

CALENDAR FOR AUGUST 

 
Mon Aug 2  7:00 PM  Squadron 770 Sons of the American Legion Meeting 
Weds  Aug 4  7:00 PM  Board of Trustees Meeting  
Sat  Aug 7  8:00 AM – 1:00 PM Red Cross Bloodmobile – Have you given blood lately? 
   7:30 PM  Reunion 
Mon Aug 9  7:30 PM  Post 770 American Legion Meeting  
Weds Aug 11  Noon   Senior Citizen’s Luncheon Meeting 
Fri  Aug 13  5:30 –8:00 PM  Steak & Fish Fry Dinner– Phil Colvin’s Crew 
Sat  Aug 14  TBA   Wedding Reception  
   TBA   “Salute to the Troops” (See Special Events) 
Weds  Aug 18  7:00 PM  Board of Trustees Meeting 
Fri  Aug 20  5:00 – 8:00 PM  SAL Pig Roast Dinner 
Sat  Aug 21  TBA   Set Up For Fair 
   TBA   Wedding Reception 
Sun Aug 22  7:30 – 11:00 AM Breakfast – Public Invited 
   TBA   Crew to Move Grills to Fairgrounds 
Mon Aug 23  7:30 PM  Post 770 American Legion Meeting  
Tues – Sun Aug 24 – 29 All Day  Fair Week – American Legion Food Tent (See Special Events) 
Weds Aug 25  Noon   Senior Citizen’s Luncheon Meeting 
Fri-Thurs Aug 27-Sept 2   National American Legion Convention – Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Sat  Aug 28  6:00 pm  Trumansburg Fair Firemen’s Parade (See Special Events) 
Mon Aug 30  7:00 PM  Tompkins County American Legion Organizational Meeting at Post 221 
   

SPECIAL EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
Change in Lounge Hours: Due to economic conditions, The Board of Trustees has changed the Lounge hours. Effective 
August 1st the hours will be Mon- Thurs, 4-10 PM; Friday, 4-11 PM; Saturday, 2-11 PM; and Sunday, 2-8 PM. 
BBQ Pit Materials Needed: Jim Heroux (387-6429) and Phil Colvin (387-6550) are about to embark on a permanent 
BBQ pit located on our recently acquired land north of the Post, near where our pavilion will be built.  NYSEG has been 
contacted concerning it’s location beneath the overhead electric wires.  We find some of our sources of materials have not 
become available and therefore we are making a strong appeal for the donations of cement or cinder blocks, new or used, 
that are not of use at your house.  We will haul.  We desperatly need any materials that could be used in the construction 
of the pits.  Give Phil or Jim a call if you have anything they can use. 
Trumansburg Fair Fireman’s Parade: The parade will begin at 5:00 PM sharp on Saturday, August 28th.  Parade lineup 
commences at 4:00 PM.  We will form our Color Guard at the Post at 4:15 and head over to the starting point at about 
4:30 PM.  Legion uniform will be Legion ogo or short sleeve white shirts, dark navy or black pants and shoes, and a 
Legion hat.  If you are unable to walk we are hoping to have transportation for you.  Let’s have a good turnout for this 
event. 
American Legion Food Tent at the Fair: Will take place Saturday, August 21st to set up the tent through Sun, Aug 29th 
all day long.  This is a fundraiser for the American Legion family and it takes an enormous number of volunteers to 
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prepare and serve breakfast, lunch and dinner every day.  Please check with Al Richar if you want to be placed on a crew 
or stop in at the Post and sign up.  We might even serve BBQ chicken on Saturday night. 
New Breakfast Crew Needed:  It appears that our monthly breakfast crew is wearing out.  We are making a strong 
appeal for some new volunteer cooks.  Contact Jim Heroux if this request appeals to you. 
Salute to The Troops:  “Sampson State Park’s acreage bustling with various units and personnel representing the present 
day Armed Forces to those of years gone by.”  Local historical societies, groups and individuals will set up various 
displays and exhibits on Saturday, August 14th. The Air Force and Navy Museums will be open for public viewing.  The 
Park is on 96A north of Ovid.  For more information call 869-5520. 
 

CHAPLAINS CORNER 

 
Sick Call: Calvin Bailey: Wishes to thank all of those people who sent get well cards and wished him a speedy 

recovery during his recent medical problems. 
 
Taps: Constance R Bennett: Passed away at CMC on July 6, 2010 after a long illness. She was the wife of Bob Bennett 

and sister-in-law of Legion members Tom and Don Bennett.  A reception for friends and family was held at Post 
770 following the funeral at St James Church. 
Vicki S. Hendrix:  Died at home on July 12, 2010.  She was the daughter of Ronnie Steve and wife of Brooks 
Hendrix.  A reception for family and friends was held at Post 770 following the funeral at Covert Funeral Home. 
Dave Corbit: Was interred at St James Cemetery on July 3, 2010.  Military honors were rendered by the Post 770 
Funeral Detail. 

A special honor for Route 96: A sector of Route 96A, passing by the Sampson Veterans Memorial Cemetery and 
military museums at nearby Sampson State Park in the Town of Romulus is about to be designated Sampson Veterans 
Memorial Highway. The proposal has been backed by State Senator Michael F. Nozolio, R-Fayette and Assemblyman 
Brian Kolb, R-Canadaigua. With passage in both the Senate and Assembly, the measure now awaits the governor’s 
signature 

POST NEWS 

 
Not exactly sure where to start with “Post News” this month but the Free Press Editorial “Respect The Flag” caught my 
eye and so if it would provide some great thought to get started with.  “The flag is not the government.  The flag is a 
symbol of the ideals we love about our nation, and when people talk about the men and women who have died for the 
flag, the flag means the great ideals those men and women defended with their lives.  We may disagree about the wars in 
which they died, about the reasons they went, about the men who sent them, about the outcome of the wars, but we cannot 
question another person’s commitment to an ideal.  Especially not when that commitment has been sealed with blood and 
stone.  So when the flag passes, stand up, put your hand on your heart, and take your hats off.  If your flag or your 
neighbor’s flag has been flying in the sun so long the stripes are all bleached away, take it to the American Legion so they 
can dispose of it properly.  Remember: the flag comes down at sunset, unless it’s illuminated, and while it can be at the 
same height as other (nations) flags, it should not be beneath them.  It should not be draped over a rail or laid on the 
ground.  If you have any doubts about proper storage or display of the flag, contact the American Legion.  They’ll be 
delighted to help you do it right.” …Who takes care of some of our property ailments?  Does the stairway from Trimmers 
Ice Cream to our parking lot belong to them or us?  It needs some upkeep.  Is it up to the Post to replace the planted tree 
south of the parking lot as a memorial?  It has died and should be replaced.  Is our pond looking so bad that it needs to be 
dredged:  Any volunteers? …Golf has been in the news lately.  Did you know a foursome playing in the recent Rotary 
Tournament made up of Jim Heroux, Bruce Newhart, John Daube, and Gordie Veley came in 4th place? … We had a golf 
team entered in the “Bar Challenge” at our local course. There were 27 teams entered.  Don’t know any more than that. 
…The 6th District American Legion Baseball Tournament which includes Trumansburg will be played on the TC3 athletic 
fields soon.  Check the paper for dates and times. …Money will be used from the Pavilion Fund to help offset the cost of 
our new BBQ pit.  The pit will be part of the Pavilion. …A new computer is being purchased with financial help from the 
SAL to be used in keeping track of our various financial related expenditures. …From all reports our Boys Stater’s from 
Tompkins County had a great week at Morrisville.  We will look forward to hearing about their experiences at the Early 
Bird Dinner in the fall. …At our regular membership meetings we will try to list on our calendar those activities we 
normally have so that calendar date availability is better known ahead of time. 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
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Our membership year 2009 -2010 has reached its end.  We signed up about 348, some 19 short of our quota.  You should 
be getting your dues notice in the mail for year 2010 -2011 about now.  Please take a moment to see if your address is 
correct and you are receiving your newsletter.  If you know of a member that is not getting theirs, let us know and we will 
get it straightened out.  Roger Meier is in charge of our mailing list.  Let’s try for a great year! 
 

AUXILIARY NEWS  

 
Pay your dues by September 30th and get a free Early Bird dinner in October and we will pick 2 senior names for free dues 
for the year 2012.  Year pins and certificates for 2009 – 2010 will be given out at the Early Bird dinner.  Congratulations 
to Dawn Smith.  She is the Tompkins County ALA President for 2010 -2011.  She was installed by Past County President 
Marge Bennett.  This is Dawn’s third time as County President.  Thank you to Anita Bower for donating a gallon of stain 
for our picnic table used by horseshoe players.  No meeting in August.  Reminder September 7th meeting will be at 7:30 
PM.  Don’t forget we need help at the food tent for the Fair.  Enjoy the rest of the summer.   
           Historian: Marge Bennett 
 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION NEWS  

 
Membership cards for 2011 are in and as of this month, we will begin collecting dues for 2011. On August 20th the SAL 
will be hosting a Pig Roast Dinner. Side dishes will include sweet corn, salt potatoes, a dinner roll and brownies. We will 
be serving from 3PM until gone. You can eat you dinner in the Lounge or take it to go. Our next meetings are Monday, 
August 2nd and Tuesday September 7th at 7PM. 

 

THE USS COCKENOE 

 
An excerpt from our December 2005 Post Newsletter “The Bouton Bugle” follows: 

At our Veterans Day dinner in November 2005 it was a pleasure to display an oil painting picture donated to the Post by 
Mary Kay Read.  The painting which will be hung in the banquet room was of the tug boat “Cockenoe” that was 
transported to Honolulu aboard Bob Read’s ship, the USS Castor (AKSI) in 1942 following the attack on Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941.  In the background of the painting can be seen the hangers of Hickam Field.  The artist is William F. 
Madden of the US Navy.  We thank Mary Kay for the painting and hope as we view its display we will be reminded of 
her husband and great Legionnaire, US Navy Chief Retired Bob Read.   

A lot of correspondence went back and forth between Chris Vann, Brady Roach, myself and Captain Marshall 
regarding the tug Cockenoe.  Each of us had an extreme interest in the ship and painting of her that hangs on the wall of 
our banquet room.  As you read the letter from Captain Marshall and my response you will, no doubt, see a discrepancy in 
our communication.  The flaw seemed to be in the dates.  Captain Marshall refers to 1941 and I, because of the date listed 
on the painting, 1942.  It boggled my mind, to say the least.  On Friday, July 16th, we found the problem.  According to 
Navyzology: Pearl Harbor 07 Dec 1941 – US Navy ships in port during at …Page 1 to 17.  Navyzology a mines eye view 
on the study of the Navy, which my daughter pulled up from the Internet, the Cockenoe, yn-47 was a Navy ship in-port 
during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7th, 1941.  The date of 1942 which appears on the painting is in 
reference to the date the picture was painted by Artist Madden.  And so the truth is resolved.  Thank you for listening. 
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